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Welcome to English 10.  This course will follow the New York State 
Common Core Curriculum.  The following information will give you an 
overview of the literature we will be studying this year as well as the 
materials needed and class expectations.   I look forward to working with 
you this year. 
 
 
Short Stories 
“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket” (Jack Finney) 
“There Will Come Soft Rains” (Ray Bradbury) 
“How Much Land Does a Man Need?” (Leo Tolstoy) 
“The Monkey’s Paw” (W.W. Jacobs) 
A Walk to the Jetty excerpt from Annie John (Jamaica Kincaid) 
“The Masque of the Red Death” (Edgar Allan Poe) 
“The Lottery” (Shirley Jackson) 
“Like the Sun” (R.K. Narayan) 
“The Open Window” (Saki/H.H.Munro) 
“The Cabuliwallah” (Robindranath Tagore) 
“Games at Twilight” (Anita Desai) 
“Civil Peace” (Chinua Achebe) 
“Two Friends” (Guy de Maupassant) 
“A Problem” (Anton Chekhov) 
“The Censors” (Luisa Valenzuela) 
“Through the Tunnel” (Doris Lessing) 
Snow Falling On Cedars excerpt (David Guterson) 
“Before the Law” (Franz Kafka) 



  
Nonfiction 
Angela’s Ashes excerpt (Frank McCourt) 
Speak, Memory excerpt (Vladimir Nabokov) 
“Keep Memory Alive” (Elie Wiesel) 
“In Commemoration: One Million Volumes” excerpt (Rudolfo Anaya) 
My Left Foot excerpt (Christy Brown) 
“Desert Exile: The Uprooting of a Japanese-American Family” excerpt 
 (Yoshiko Uchida)   
  
Poetry 
“After Apple-Picking” (Robert Frost) 
“Mowing” (Robert Frost) 
“We Wear the Mask” (Paul Laurence Dunbar) 
“The Shell” (James Stephens) 
“The Second Coming” (William Butler Yeats) 
“Africa” (David Diop) 
“Tell all the truth but tell it slant-” (Emily Dickinson) 
“Conscientious Objector” (Edna St. Vincent Millay) 
“In Flanders Fields” (John McCrae) 
“Destiny” (Rosario Castellanos) 
  
Mythology 
“Damon and Pythias” 
  
Novels 
Lord of the Flies (William Golding) 
My Antonia (Willa Cather) 
A Separate Peace (John Knowles) 
Night (Elie Wiesel) 
  
Drama 
The Tragedy of Julius Caesar (William Shakespeare) 



Essays 
“At Harvesttime” (Maya Angelou) 
The Future of Luxury excerpt (Hans Enzensberger) 
“The Dog That Bit People” (James Thurber) 
  
*The titles listed above are subject to change depending upon the 
availability of books, needs of the class, and time constraints. 
 
Research 
A major research project focusing on a contemporary human rights issue 
will be completed during the academic year. 
  
Text 
Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes.  Prentice Hall.  Boston, 
Massachusetts: 2002. 
  
Independent Reading 
Students should be reading books independently outside of English class. 
There will be assignments and projects based on independent reading 
throughout the year. 
  
Homework 
Homework will be assigned regularly. Each assignment will be worth 10 
points. Many class discussions and activities will be based on the given 
homework.  Therefore, late homework assignments will only receive half 
credit. 
  
Supplies 
Students need one section of a binder devoted to English.  This should be 
brought to class daily along with writing utensils.  Just a reminder that there 
will be a final exam in this class.   Students should hold on to all material to 
review for exams.  
 



Grades 
Tests, papers, and projects will be graded out of 100 points. 

(5 points a day will be taken off for late credit - up to 20 points) 
A class participation grade out of 100 points will also be given quarterly. 
Quiz scores will range from 20-50 points. 
Homework assignments will be worth 10 points. 
 
 
Grades will be weighted as follows: 

Writing Assignments - 30% 
Tests/Projects - 25% 
Quizzes - 25% 
Homework - 10% 
Class Participation - 10% 

 
Grades will be posted online at SchoolTool. 
 
  
Extra Help 
For extra help during remote learning, please send me an email, and we 
will set up a Google Meet.  Drop-in office hours will also be posted. 
  
Contact Information 
Feel free to contact me at victoria.brooking@cambridgecsd.org with any 
questions or concerns.  You may also leave a message for me at the main 
office at (518) 677-8527 ext. 1517. Please visit the class website online to 
view daily assignments and access handouts.  All assignments will also be 
posted on Google Classroom. 
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